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 WEST PATERSON BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

853 Mc Bride Avenue 
West Paterson, N.J. 07424 

 
         THOMAS DIFLURI, RSBA                                        Tel:   (973) 684-0331 

Business Administrator/Board Secretary                                       FAX: (973) 278- 2568 

          E-mail : tdifluri@wpschools.org 
 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

WEST PATERSON 

NEW JERSEY 

NOTICE OF BUDGET HEARING & 

REGULAR MEETING 

In accordance with the 

Open Public Meetings Act 

P.L. 1975, c. 231, this is to 

advise that the West Paterson 

Board of Education will hold a Budget Hearing  

And Regular Meeting March 27, 2008 

The meeting will be held in the  

Mayor and Council Chambers 

Municipal Building 

Brophy Lane 

West Paterson, NJ 

at 7:00 PM 

 

Formal action may be taken 

 

THOMAS DIFLURI 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR/BOARD SECRETARY 

WEST PATERSON BOARD OF EDUCATION 
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BOARD OF EDUCATION 

BOROUGH OF  

WEST PATERSON 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

MARCH 27, 2008 

 

Notice is hereby given to the residents and legal voters of the Borough of West Paterson, 

County of Passaic, New Jersey, that a Public Hearing on the proposed 2008-2009 school 

budget, prepared by the Board of Education of the Borough of West Paterson, will be held 

on Thursday, March 27, 2008 at 7:00 P.M. prevailing time or as soon thereafter, in the 

Municipal Building, Brophy Lane, West Paterson, New Jersey.  Citizens in attendance will 

be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said budget. 

 

 

     Thomas DiFluri 

     Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
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THE WEST PATERSON BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

BUDGET HEARING & REGULAR  MEETING 

March 27, 2008 

 
THURSDAY, 7:00 P.M. MAYOR AND COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

   MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

   BROPHY LANE  

   WEST PATERSON, NJ  07424 

 
Agenda: 1.   Opening of Meeting 

  2.   Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll Call 

4. Presentation of 2008-2009 School Budget 

5. Public Hearing 

6. Adoption of 2008-2009 School Budget 

7. Approval of Minutes 

8. Secretary’s Reports 

9. Treasurer’s Report 

10. Transfers 

11. Superintendent’s Report 

12. Communications 

13. Old Business 

14. Board Attorney’s Report 

15. New Business 

16. Public Hearing 

17. Executive Session 

18. Adjournment 
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WEST PATERSON BOARD OF EDUCATION 

BUDGET HEARING & REGULAR MEETING 

March 27, 2008 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

ANNOUNCEMENT THAT THE NOTICE REQUIREMENTS OF THE OPEN PUBLIC 

MEETINGS ACT HAVE BEEN SATISFIED - The Board President states that this 

meeting of the West Paterson Board of Education is being held in accordance with the 

Open Public Meetings Act.  Notice of this meeting was provided to the North Jersey 

Herald & News and has been posted on the door of the West Paterson Board of 

Education Administration Building. 

 

FLAG SALUTE  

 

ROLL CALL  

 

Members Present - Lori Hinkle, Steven Fazio, Marian Jordan, Ida Renne, Keith Tanski 
   Helene Webb, Ronald Pascrell 
 

Members Absent – Robert Vargas (arrived 7:15); Sam Yodice, Jr. 
 
Also Present -  Scott E. Rixford, Thomas DiFluri & Peter Tucci, Jr. 

 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE 2008-2009 SCHOOL BUDGET  

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Please remember that this is a public meeting and is being televised.  Anything you say 

will be public record and will be broadcast.  As a result, pursuant to law, the Board 

Members cannot respond to you publicly concerning certain matters, such as those 

regarding an individual student.  If there is a matter that you wish to remain private, we 

welcome you to discuss it with the Superintendent or a Board Member after the meeting 

or later at a mutually convenient time. 

 

Venous Tashayodi, WPEA President 
Parents were upset about Spring break and the WPEA did present some alternative days to 
Mr. Rixford. The children are more focused in the beginning of the year and really need the 
break in the Spring. Second concern is low school attendance when Passaic Valley has 
Spring break. Hope Board reconsiders and gives a Spring break next year. 
 
Mr. Rixford explained that test dates need to be received. Also November has very few school 
days due to Election Day, Teachers’ Convention days in the same week.  This year schools 
were closed for that week. 
 
Francie Joseph Keating, 80 Ridgeview Drive 
Other schools, Wayne for example, manage to get in extra days and she feels it can be done. 
Kids get stressed out about exams. Urges everyone to think of the kids first. 
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Janet Russo, 13 Lincoln Lane 
Every school district manages to fit in the 180 required days. Please look at how other towns 
handle the issue. It is too long to go without a break. Everyone work together. 
 
Tina Davis, 12 Casson Lane 
Please reconsider and vote no for the final calendar. Many years the district dealt with the 
split days in November. Why not deal with it again and have school on those days. 
 

Tracy Amato, 10 Brookview Drive 
Agrees with other parents and wants to know if it would be every year or just next year. 
Another question she has is on the bus issue. She wants to know if there are any discussions 
about getting kids bused to Memorial School. 
 
Tara Hayes, 15 Zendzian Ave. 
She has students going to different schools at different times. Agrees with busing issue. 
Buses hold 54 passengers and her bus has only 12 kids. Would like to see that reconsidered 
for next year. 
 

Juliann Giannotte, 27 Zambrano Drive 
Doesn’t remember ever having Veterans Day off before. Why this year? 
 
Sharon Purzio, 27 Lookout Lane 
In regards to Spring break, she feels it is something between the board and the union and 
the children will suffer for it. You are asking parents to take off too much time in November 
and during the holidays. As far as the busing situation, you talk a lot about internet safety, 
and then make children have to walk dangerous streets going home from school. 
 

Tina Davis, 12 Casson Lane 
Wants to be sure that instructional technology was not intended to replace basic concepts, 
such as MS Word, Excel, PowerPoint, which the children very much need. 
 

ADOPTION OF THE 2008-2009 SCHOOL BUDGET  

 

208-238 Adoption of Budget for 2008-2009 School Year 

 

Motion by   Tanski    , Seconded by   Vargas   , 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the West Paterson Board of Education, County of Passaic, that 

the 2008-2009 School District Budget be approved as follows: 

 BUDGET LOCAL TAX LEVY 

Total General Fund $13,838,358 $11,983,920 

Total Special Revenue Fund        364,425                                         n/a 

Total Debt Service Fund                          208,516                                      208,516 

      TOTALS $14,411,299                $12,192,436 

 

Capital Outlay:      Partial roof replacement Memorial School. 

Statement of Purpose:  Protect building from damage. 
 
 Roll Call Vote – 8 Yes 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Motion by  Vargas     _, Seconded by _Pascrell  _ to approve the minutes of the Regular 

Meeting of March 13, 2008. 

  Voice Vote - 8 Yes 

 
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 

Motion by  _Pascrell  , Seconded by   Jordan , to approve the attached report 

of the Secretary for the month of February 2008 “Pursuant to N.J.A.C.6: 20-2.12©, we 

certify that as of February 29, 2008  the Board Secretary’s monthly financial reports 

(appropriations section) did not reflect any over expenditure in any of the major accounts 

or funds, and based on the appropriation balances reflected on this report and the advice 

of district officials, we have no reason to doubt that the district has sufficient funds 

available to meet its financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year” 

   

  Roll Call Vote - 8 Yes 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Motion by   Vargas   , Seconded by   Jordan    , to approve the attached 

Treasurer’s Report for the month of February 2008.    

 

  Roll Call Vote - 8 Yes 

 

 

 

TRANSFERS 

Motion by __Webb   , Seconded by _Jordan   to approve the attached list of 

transfers for the month of February 2008. 

 

Account # Acct. Description Old Amount Adjustment New Balance 

11-000-100-562-00 Tuition Other Leas. $216,697.00 ($4,070.00) $212,627.00 

11-000-100-566-00 Tution Priv. Sch. Disab. $386,722.00 $4,070.00 $390,792.00 

11-000-230-331-00 Legal Services $40,000.00 $5,728.00 $  45,728.00 

11-000-230-530-00 Communications/Telephone $30,465.00 ($5,728.00) $  24,737.00 

11-000-262-300-00 Purch Prof. & Tech Svc. $24,161.00 ($1,000.00) $  23,161.00 

11-000-262-420-00 Clean, Repair & Maint. $37,427.00 $1,000.00 $  38,427.00 

20-292-100-100-00 Autism Salaries $32,740.00 ($2,000.00) $  30,740.00 

20-292-100-600-00 Autism Supplies $11,690.43 $4,310.00 $  16,000.43 

20-292-200-500-00 Autism Oth. Purch. Serv. $10,000.00 ($2,310.00) $   7,690.00 

 

  Roll Call Vote -  8 Yes 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

BUDGET HEARING & REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

March 27, 2008 

 

SECTION 1 – COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

 
SECTION 2-BOARD INFORMATION 

 

1. Workshops and Workshop Reports 

2. Letters and Correspondence 

 
SECTION 3-SUPERINTENDENT WILL DISCUSS 

 

Mr. Rixford introduced and welcomed Mr. John DiGiovachino, the new Supervisor of 

Special Services. He also thanked Mrs. Patricia Farina for all of her work as Interim 

Supervisor of Special Services.  

 

 

SECTION 4-CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  

 
The following items have been deemed to be non-controversial in a matter of 

routine business and will be voted on by one motion. 

 

Motion by Webb , Seconded by  Pascrell  , to accept the recommendation of the 

Superintendent to approve the following consent agenda number 208-239. 

  

 Roll Call Vote - 7 Yes 

    1 Abstain (Tanski) 

 

208-239 Staff Training and Informational Programs 

 

To approve the attendance of the listed district employees at the listed training and 

informational programs, and the costs of attendance including all registration fees and 

statutorily authorized travel expenditures.  
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Program Name Date Employee Name/s 
Approx. 

Event Cost Total Cost 

Differentiating Instruction for 
Special Needs Students 5/20/08 

Lynne Donato 
Cassandra 
Lazzara 

Cynthia Saracco 
Lauren Wittig $60.00 $240.00 + $23.28 

Practical Co-Teaching 
Strategies/Effective 
Strategies for Working 
Together 5/2/08 

 
Barbara Densel 
Joanne Kelly 

Charles 
Silverstein $189.00 $567.00 

Using Directed Mini-Lessons 
to Teach Writing Skills 

5/22/08 
 

 
Michele Hermann 

 
$231.30 
 

$231.30 
 

Wilson Language Training 7/18/08 
 
Susan DiFluri $145.00 $145.00 

 

 

SECTION 4 – REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 208-240 THROUGH 208-244  

  

The following items will be voted on by separate motion for each item. 

 
208- 240 Emergent Hire of Substitutes for the 2007-2008 School Year 

 

Motion by __Pascrell   , Seconded by _Jordan    
 

The Superintendent recommends the EMERGENT hire of the enclosed list of substitutes 

for the 2007-2008 school year. 

 

   Roll Call Vote- 8 Yes 

 

208-241 Approval to Move Lunch Aide, Jacqueline Badis, to Classroom Aide (PT) 

 

Motion by __Webb   , Seconded by _ Pascrell    
 

The Superintendent recommends, on the advice of the Building Principal of Memorial 

School, Mr. Charles Silverstein, to move Lunch Aide (part-time) Jacqueline Badis to 

part-time Classroom Aide, no more than 25 hours per week, at a rate of $11.50 per hour. 

 

   Roll Call Vote- 8 Yes 

 

208-242 Approval of Sixth Grade Trip to New York City 

 

Motion by _Webb   , Seconded by _Jordan    
 

The Superintendent recommends, on the advice of the Building Principal of Memorial 

School, Mr. Charles Silverstein, to approve the 6th grade trip to New York City to see 

Broadway Show - "Mary Poppins", then visit the Madame Tussauds Wax Museum, and 

lunch at a local restaurant on Wednesday, June 11th, 2008. Cost per pupil is $100.  The 

trip is being chaperoned by Mrs. Donna Murray and Mrs. Rosemary Ficarra 

 

   Roll Call Vote- 8 Yes 
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208-243 Acceptance of Fiscal Year 2007 NCLB Grant 

 

Motion by __Webb    , Seconded by _ Vargas    
 

The Superintendent recommends Board acceptance of Fiscal Year 2007 NCLB Grant as 

per grant acceptance certification. ATTACHMENT 

 

   Roll Call Vote- 8 Yes 

 

208-244  Patricia Farina – Project Coordinator Governor’s Initiative on Autism 

 

Motion by __Webb   , Seconded by _Vargas    
 

The superintendent recommends approval of Patricia Farina to continue as Project 

Coordinator to manage and oversee the Governor’s Initiative on Autism Grant to its 

conclusion June 30, 2008. Continuity is critical to ensure compliance with all NJDOE 

rules and regulations. Rate of pay shall be $82.00 per hour not to exceed 60 hours. Entire 

amount to be funded through grant—subject to NJDOE approval. 

 

   Roll Call Vote- 6 Yes 

      2 No (Pascrell, Renne) 
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ADDENDUM TO SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

BUDGET HEARING AND REGULAR MEETING 

MARCH 27, 2008 

 

208-245 Staff Training and Informational Programs 

 

Motion by __Jordan    , Seconded by  Fazio    
 

The Superintendent recommends revision to the following prior board approved staff 

training workshop: 

Program Name Date Employee Name/s 
Approx. 

Event Cost Total Cost 

PECS Basic Training 
4/3 & 
4/4/08 Kellie Tomago $916.66 $916.66 

PECS Basic Training 
4/3 & 
4/4/08 Elizabeth DeLuca $821.00 $821.00 

 

Prior approved authorized use of Autism Grant funds that were subsequently disallowed 

by State. 

 

   Roll Call Vote- 8 Yes 
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SECTION 5 - COMMUNICATIONS 

 
None. 
 
SECTION 6 - OLD BUSINESS 

 

None. 
 
 
SECTION 7 - BOARD ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 
To be discussed in executive session. 
 
SECTION 8 - NEW BUSINESS 

 
Board requested date to meet with West Paterson Principals’ Association to begin 
negotiations. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Please remember that this is a public meeting and is being televised.  Anything you say 

will be public record and will be broadcast.  As a result, pursuant to law, the Board 

Members cannot respond to you publicly concerning certain matters, such as those 

regarding an individual student.  If there is a matter that you wish to remain private, we 

welcome you to discuss it with the Superintendent or a Board Member after the meeting 

or later at a mutually convenient time. 

 
Francie Joseph Keating 
On issues of buses, one child is being bused to Beatrice Gilmore School now will not be 
bused to Memorial School next year. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

MOTION TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION 

The Open Public Meeting Act, authorizes a public body to meet in Executive or Private 

Session under limited circumstances and WHEREAS said law requires the Board to 

adopt a resolution at a public meeting before it can meet in such Executive or Private 

Session.  NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

OF THE BOROUGH OF WEST PATERSON THAT: 

1) It does hereby determine that it is necessary to meet in Executive Session to 

discuss a personnel and/or litigation matter or contract matter. 

2) The matter(s) discussed will be made public when confidentiality is no longer 

required. 

3) Meeting will be resumed at conclusion of Executive Session. 

4) The board does/does not expect to take action after Executive Session. 

 

Motion to go into Executive Session at  9:15    p.m. by _Webb___, seconded by       

_Pascrell______.        

  

  Voice Vote – 8 Yes 

 

Motion to return to Regular Session at   11:00  ____p.m. by__Pascrell____, 

seconded by __Vargas__. 

 

  Voice Vote - 8 Yes 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Motion to adjourn at  11:00     p.m.  by_Pascrell______, Seconded by____Vargas_  

 

 

 Voice Vote - 8 Yes 
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WEST PATERSON BOARD OF EDUCATION 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

March 27, 2008 

 

ITEMS DISCUSSED: 

 

 

1) Mr. Tucci discussed pending grievances with WPEA. 

2) Superintendent discussed personnel matter related to proper use of sick time. 

3) Preliminary discussion about evaluation of superintendent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SER:lj 

 

File:  Board Agenda/ Agenda Budget Reg. Mtg. 3-27-08 

 


