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WEST PATERSON BOARD OF EDUCATION 

853 Mc Bride Avenue 
West Paterson, N.J. 07424 

 
         THOMAS DIFLURI, RSBA                                        Tel:   (973) 684-0331 
Business Administrator/Board Secretary                                       FAX: (973) 278- 2568 
          E-mail: tdifluri@wpschools.org. 
 
 
 
 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
BOROUGH OF 

WEST PATERSON 
NEW JERSEY 
NOTICE OF 

REORGANIZATION AND REGULAR MEETING 
In accordance with the  

Open Public Meetings Act 
P.L. 1975, c. 231, this is to 

advise that the West Paterson 
Board of Education will hold a 

Reorganization and Regular Meeting in the 
Mayor and Council Chambers 

Municipal Building, 
Brophy Lane, West Paterson, N.J. 

This meeting will be held on 
Thursday, April 24, 2008 at 7:00 P.M. 

 
Formal action will be taken. 

 
THOMAS DiFLURI 

Business Administrator/ 
Board Secretary 

West Paterson Board of Education 
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THE WEST PATERSON BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
REORGANIZATION AND REGULAR MEETING  

April 24, 2008 
 

 
THURSDAY, 7:00 P.M. MAYOR AND COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 
BROPHY LANE, WEST PATERSON, NEW JERSEY 07424 
 
Agenda:  
 Reorganization Meeting: 

1.  Opening of Meeting 
  2.  Pledge of Allegiance 
  3.  Report of the School Election 

4.  Oath of Office 
5. Roll Call 
6. Reorganization 
7. Superintendent’s Report 
8. Public Hearing 
9. Executive Session 
10. Adjournment 
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WEST PATERSON BOARD OF EDUCATION 
REORGANIZATION AND REGULAR MEETING 

April 24, 2008   
AGENDA 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
 ANNOUNCEMENT THAT THE NOTICE REQUIREMENTS OF THE 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT HAVE BEEN SATISFIED - The Board 
Secretary states that this meeting of the West Paterson Board of Education is being 
held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.  Notice of this meeting was 
provided to the North Jersey Herald & News and has been posted on the door of the 
West Paterson Board of Education Administration Building. 
 
FLAG SALUTE - 
 
REPORT OF THE SCHOOL ELECTION 
 
The Board Secretary reported on the results of the School Election held on April 15, 
2008 as follows: 
 
 Votes for Candidates for Three - 3-Year Terms 
 
          # of Votes  
 Ronald Pascrell     712 
 Marian Jordan     657 
 William Depsee     694   
 Keith Tanski      609   
 

Votes on Current Expense Tax Levy of    $ 11,983,920 
 

West Paterson Budget   Yes:  455   No:  581 
       
Votes on Current Expense Tax Levy of    $ 18,954,854 
 
Passaic Valley High School Budget  Yes:    491       No:  547 

 
The Board Secretary administers the Oath of Office to the new Trustees: 
 
 Ronald Pascrell, Marian Jordan, William Depsee 
   
ROLL CALL - 
 
Members Present –  Lori Hinkle, Steven Fazio, William Depsee, Marian Jordan, Ida  
   Renne, Helene Webb, Ronald Pascrell,  Robert Vargas 
 
Members Absent -  Sam Yodice, Jr. 
 
Also Present – Scott E. Rixford, Thomas DiFluri & Peter Tucci, Jr. 
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209-01  ELECTION OF BOARD PRESIDENT 
 
The Board Secretary called for nominations for Board President. 
 
Motion by   _Renne__, Seconded by__Jordan____, to nominate _ Helene Webb __ 
for the Office of President of the Board of Education. 
 
  Roll Call Vote   -  8 Yes 
 
 
209-02 ELECTION OF BOARD VICE-PRESIDENT 
 
The President called for nominations for Board Vice-President. 

 
Motion by__Pascrell__, Seconded by_Hinkle___, to nominate   _Marian Jordan___ 
for the Office of Vice-President of the Board of Education. 
 
  Roll Call Vote - 8 Yes 
 
 
209-03  APPOINTMENT OF SCHOOL BOARD SECRETARY/BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATOR 
 
 Motion by ___Jordan__, Seconded by __Pascrell____ to approve the 
appointment of Thomas DiFluri, School Board Secretary/Business Administrator. 
  
  Roll Call Vote -  8 Yes 
 
  
209-04 APPOINTMENT OF TREASURER OF SCHOOL MONEYS 
 
 Motion by __Fazio____, Seconded by __Jordan_____ to approve the 
appointment of Ann Purzycki, Treasurer of School Moneys, effective April 24, 2008 
through June 30, 2009.  Salary $2,500 per year. 
 

Roll Call Vote –  8 Yes 
 
 
209-05 APPOINTMENT OF SCHOOL AUDITORS 
 
 Motion by ___Vargas___, Seconded by __Pascrell___ to approve the 
appointment of Ferraioli, Wielkotz, Cerullo & Cuva, Auditors, as per enclosed 
professional service agreement for the 2008- 2009 school year.  Approximate Cost 
$20,000 per year.  ENCLOSURE 
 
  Roll Call Vote –  8 Yes 
 



April 24, 2008 5 
 
 
 
 

 
209-06 APPOINTMENT OF BOARD COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
 Motion by _______________, Seconded by _____________ to approve 
following board committees for the 2008-2009 school year pending assignment by 
Board President: 
 
 FINANCE/BUDGET  EDUCATION/POLICY 
 
 BUILDING & GROUNDS  NEGOTIATIONS/ PERSONNEL 
 

MOTION WITHDRAWN UNTIL MAY 15th REGULAR MEETING 
   
  Roll Call Vote -  
  
 
209-07 APPOINTMENT OF SCHOOL BOARD AND NEGOTIATIONS 
ATTORNEY 
 
 Motion by ___Renne_____, Seconded by __Jordan ___ to approve the 
appointment of Peter A Tucci, Jr., Board and Negotiations Attorney, for the 2008- 
2009 school year at $3,500 per month. 
  
  Roll Call Vote -  8 Yes 
 
209–08 APPOINTMENT OF SCHOOL DOCTOR 
 
 Motion by __Renne___, Seconded by __Pascrell____ to approve the 
appointment of St. Joseph Family Medicine – School Doctor, for the 2008 – 2009 
school year at $4,345. 
 
  Roll Call Vote -  8 Yes 
  
209–09 APPOINTMENT OF SCHOOL INSURANCE AGENT 
 
 Motion by ___Pascrell___, Seconded by __Fazio___ to approve the 
appointment of Marcliff Insurance Agency for insurance for the 2008- 2009 school 
year. 
 
  Roll Call Vote -  8 Yes 
 
209–10 APPOINTMENT OF BOND COUNSEL 
 
 Motion by ___Vargas__, Seconded by __Fazio____ to approve the 
appointment of Rogut, Mc Carthy, Troy LLC, Counselors at Law, as Bond Counsel 
for the 2008-2009 school year, not to exceed $7,500 per year. 
  
  Roll Call Vote –  8 Yes 
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209-11 APPOINTMENT OF ARCHITECT 
 
 Motion by ___Renne__, Seconded by _ Jordan__ to approve the appointment 
of Comerro Coppa Architects to provide architectural services for the 2008 - 2009 
school year, at the following hourly rates not to exceed $7,500.00 per project: 
   

Principal $150.00 
Associate $125.00 
Architect $105.00 
CAD $ 75.00 
Draft person $ 75.00 
Clerical $ 55.00 

  
  Roll Call Vote –  8 Yes 
 
209–12 ED DATA SERVICES 
 
 Motion by ___Vargas_______, Seconded by __Pascrell____ for Ed-Data 
Services to provide cooperative purchasing bidding services for the 2008-2009 
school year $3,900 per year. ENCLOSURE 
  
  Roll Call Vote –  8 Yes 
 
209-13 BANK DEPOSITORIES 
 
 Motion by __Pascrell___, Seconded by __Jordan__ to adopt the following 
resolutions. 
 
Be it resolved that the following institutions be designated as depositories for the 
accounts as indicated for the period July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009: 
 
WACHOVIA,  
General, Agency, Payroll, Debt Service, Unemployment Trust 
 
PNC BANK 
Holiday Fund, School Student Activity Accounts, Board Office Student Activity 
Account, Lunch Program Account 
 
Be it further resolved that authorization be granted to the President, and in her 
absence, the Vice-President, the Board Secretary, and the Treasurer of School 
Moneys, to sign warrants and documents on behalf of the Board of Education for 
the General Fund.  The Superintendent and the Business Administrator be 
authorized to sign warrants for the Agency Account, Lunch Program Account, 
Board Student Activity Account, and Holiday Fund Account. 
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Be it further resolved that authorization be granted to the Business Administrator 
and Principal of each respective school to sign warrants and documents for each 
schools student activity account.  
 
 Roll Call Vote - 8 Yes 
 
209-14 DESIGNATION OF NEWSPAPER 
 
     Motion by  __Renne_  , Seconded by   Pascrell__  , to designate The North Jersey 
Herald News, as the official newspaper for the placement of legal ads and other 
purposes as deemed necessary and The Record as official alternate newspaper. 
 

 Voice Vote - 8 Yes 
 
209-15 POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 
 Motion by ___Renne__, Seconded by ___Jordan___ to approve Board re-
adoption of the West Paterson Board of Education Policy Manual, West Paterson 
Board of Education District Procedural Manual and West Paterson Board of 
Education Special Education, Speech, Basic Skills Instruction, English as a Second 
Language and Impact Procedural Manual as presently constituted and further that 
all elements remain subject to future review and update pending subsequent 
approval by the Board. 
 

Voice Vote  - 8 Yes 
 
209-16 CURRICULUM AND TEXTBOOKS ADOPTION 
 
 Motion by ___Renne___, Seconded by _Pascrell___ to approve The New 
Jersey Administrative Code 6:8-4.3(a) 31 requires the Board of Education annually 
approve the Curricula and the Courses of Study used by the school district.  
Inclusive in the list is the Basic Skills Subjects, Infused Curricula, Textbooks, 
Workbooks, Special Subject Area and Supportive Instructional Areas. Copies of the 
Curricula and the Courses of Study are available in the Superintendent’s Office for 
the Board’s review and in the Municipal Library for the public’s review.   
  

Roll Call - 8 Yes 
 
 
209-17 MISSION STATEMENT AND SYSTEM GOALS ADOPTION 
 
 Motion by__Jordan_____, Seconded by__Renne___to adopt    
the District’s Mission Statement and System Goals.  UNDER SEPARATE COVER 
  

Voice Vote - 8 Yes 
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209-18 PETTY CASH FUND 
 
 Motion by ___Renne_____, Seconded by __Pascrell____, to establish the 
following Petty Cash Funds and their custodians, limited to $200.00 per month per 
account: 
 
 Board Office     Teresa Laurie ($300.00) 
 Beatrice Gilmore School   Joyce Moyer 
 Charles Olbon School                   Judy DeLucca 
 Memorial School    Pat Leporini 
 Child Study Team     Marilyn D’Amato 
 Supervisor of Building & Grounds  Jack Wittig  
  

Roll Call Vote - 8 Yes 
 
209-19 FIELD TRIPS 
 
 Motion by   __Pascrell___   , Seconded by   __Vargas___  , to approve the 
field trips list for the 2008-2009 school year. ENCLOSURE 
 

Roll Call Vote - 8 Yes 
 

209-20 SUBSTITUTE RATES 
 
 Motion by __Renne____, Seconded by _Pascrell____ to approve the 
substitute teacher and nurse salary for the 2008-2009 School Year are as follows: 
 

• Daily per diem Substitute Teachers:  $  85 
• Daily per diem Substitute Nurses:  $110 
• Long-term Substitute Teachers    
 (more than 10 consecutive days):  $110 
• Long-term Substitute Teachers Highly  
 Qualified Fully Certificated:  $120 

 
Roll Call Vote - 8 Yes 

 
209-21 MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT RATE 
 
 Motion by __Renne_____, Seconded by ___Jordan___ 
 
To approve the mileage Reimbursement Rate at Current IRS Allowance – 50.5 cents 
per mile effective July 1, 2008. 

 
Roll Call Vote - 8 Yes 
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209-22 Travel Expenditure 
 
 Motion by ___Pascrell____, Seconded by __Vargas______ 
In accordance with recently enacted State travel regulations, the maximum travel 
expenditure amount for the 2008-2009 school year shall be $44,550. 
 
  Roll Call Vote  - 8 Yes 
 
209-23 BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE FOR 2008-2009 SCHOOL YEAR 
 
 Motion by ___Renne______, Seconded by ___Vargas_____ 
 
To approve the following board meeting schedule for the 2008-2009 school year: 
 

2008-2009 BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE 
Thursday June 5, 2008 Workshop Meeting Memorial School 
Thursday June 19, 2008 Regular Meeting Municipal Building 
Thursday July 24, 2008 Regular Meeting Municipal Building 
Thursday August 7, 2008 Workshop Meeting Memorial School 
Thursday August 21, 2008 Regular Meeting Municipal Building 
Thursday September 4, 2008 Workshop Meeting Memorial School 
Thursday September 18, 2008 Regular Meeting Municipal Building 
Thursday October 2, 2008 Workshop Meeting Memorial School 
Saturday October, 2008 Board Forum (date to be determined) Memorial School 
Thursday October 16, 2008 Regular Meeting Municipal Building 
Thursday November 13, 2008 Workshop Meeting Memorial School 
Thursday November 20, 2008 Regular Meeting Municipal Building 
Thursday December 4, 2008 Workshop Meeting Memorial School 
Thursday December 18, 2008 Regular Meeting Municipal Building 
Thursday January 15, 2009 Workshop Meeting Memorial School 
Thursday January 22, 2009 Regular Meeting Municipal Building 
Thursday February 5, 2009 Workshop Meeting Memorial School 
Thursday February 19, 2009 Regular Meeting Municipal Building 
Thursday March 5, 2009 Workshop Meeting Memorial School 
Saturday March, 2009 Board Forum (date to be determined) Memorial School 
Thursday March 19, 2009 Regular Meeting & Budget Hearing Municipal Building 
Thursday April 30, 2009 Reorganization Meeting Municipal Building 
Thursday May 7, 2009 Workshop Meeting Memorial School 
Thursday May 21, 2009 Regular Meeting Municipal Building 
Thursday June 4, 2009 Workshop Meeting Memorial School 
Thursday June 18, 2009 Regular Meeting Municipal Building 

ALL BOARD MEETINGS BEGIN AT 7:00 PM 
 
Municipal Building meetings are held in the Mayor and Council Chambers at 5 Brophy Lane, West 
Paterson, NJ.  
 
All Memorial School meetings are held in the Memorial School Library, 15 Memorial Drive, West 
Paterson, NJ. 

Formal action may be taken at all regular and workshop meetings. 
 



April 24, 2008 10 
 
 
 
 

 Roll Call Vote  - 8 Yes 
 
209-24 Grinspec Trust Agreement 
 
 Motion by ___Pascrell_____, Seconded by __Jordan_____ 
 
To approve insurance trust agreement with Grinspec Consulting to provide dental 
insurance for the 2008-2009 school year. No change in rates. ENCLOSURE 
 
  Roll Call Vote  - 8 Yes 
 
209-25 Joseph Gaita – Videotaping 
 
 Motion by ___Renne_____, Seconded by ___Vargas______ 
 
Approval of Joseph Gaita to videotape each regular board of education meeting 
held at the municipal building at $60.00 per meeting. 
 
  Roll Call Vote  - 8 Yes 
 
 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING  
Please remember that this is a public meeting and is being televised.  Anything you 
say will be public record and will be broadcast.  As a result, pursuant to law, the 
Board Members cannot respond to you publicly concerning certain matters, such as 
those regarding an individual student.  If there is a matter that you wish to remain 
private, we welcome you to discuss it with the Superintendent or a Board Member 
after the meeting or later at a mutually convenient time. 
 
Keith Tanski, 83 Pompton Avenue 
Thanks to the people of West Paterson who voted for him; your support is deeply 
appreciated. Urged Board not to lose the hard gained advancements achieved in the 
past.  
 
Ruth Patterson, 229 New Street 
Congratulations to three new board members. Keep children and taxpayers in mind 
and thank you for serving. 
 
Sharon Porzio, 27 Lookout Lane 
Last meeting brought up busing and wants to know if anything is being done. This year 
has children going to three schools. Doesn’t feel a 10-year-old should walk home. 
Wants to know if spring break will be for teachers as well as students next year. She 
never received the notice. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

REORGANIZATION AND REGULAR MEETING OF THE  
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

April 24, 2008 
 
SECTION 2-BOARD INFORMATION 
 

1. Letters and Correspondence 
2. School Reports – (March) 
3. School Calendars (April) 
4. Employee Workshop Reports 

 
 

SECTION 3-SUPERINTENDENT WILL DISCUSS 
 
The Superintendent thanked the parents who took the time to vote. Also will try and 
keep programs in place. Improved student achievement to continue. Everyone is 
invited to stop in at Beatrice Gilmore School on Friday, April 25th for the Arbor Day 
tree planting at 8:15 a.m. Next Monday testing begins and Mr. Silverstein is 
planning rallies all day tomorrow, April 25th. On Wednesday, May 7th, “Rise and 
Shine” will be presented at Charles Olbon School. On Wednesday, May 14th, the 
Academic Fair will be held at Memorial School. There will be projects and science 
experiments. During the entire month of May, the Borough will sponsor Youth 
Month.  
 
 
REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 209-26 THROUGH 209-28  

  
The following items will be voted on by separate motion for each item: 

 
209-26 Approval of 8th Grade Field Trip on June 9, 2008 
 
Motion by Vargas Seconded by Fazio   
 
The Superintendent recommends, on the advice of the Building Principal of 
Memorial School, Mr. Charles Silverstein, to approve the 8th grade science classes 
to attend a field trip to the South Street Seaport on Monday, June 9, 2008 to visit the 
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"Human Bodies" exhibit, at a cost of $35. per student. The trip will be chaperoned 
by Ms. Lazzara and Mrs. Hernandez. 
 
 Roll Call Vote -  8 Yes 
 
 
209-27 Staff Training and Informational Programs 
 
Motion by Vargas Seconded by  Pascrell  
 
To approve the attendance of the listed district employees at the listed training and 
informational programs, and the costs of attendance including all registration fees and 
statutorily authorized travel expenditures.  

Program Name Date Employee Name/s 
Approx. Event 

Cost Total Cost 

Understanding & Managing 
Children’s Behaviors 

4/21/08 
 

 
Anita Kmon $149.00 

 
$149.00 
 

Principals’ Leadership Conference 
 

5/9/08 
 

Linda Dewey 
Marge Odoksta $125.00 

 
$250.00 
 

 
 Roll Call Vote -  8 Yes 
 
 
209-28 West Paterson Fire Dept. Highway Safety Training Seminar  
 
Motion by Renne   Seconded by Jordan  
 
The superintendent recommends board approval for the West Paterson Fire 
Department to use the Memorial School gymnasium on April 30, 2008 (Wednesday) 
from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. for a highway safety training seminar for volunteer fire 
fighters and emergency service workers. 
 
 Roll Call Vote -  8 Yes 
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ADDENDUM TO SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
REORGANIZATION AND REGULAR MEETING 

April 24, 2008 
 
209-29  Exxon Mobil Education Alliance Grant - $500.00 
 
Motion by Vargas Seconded by Pascrell  
The Superintendent recommends on the advice of Linda J. Dewey, Principal, that 
Charles Olbon School apply for a $500.00 grant from The Exxon Mobil Education 
Alliance for the purchase of Math equipment. 
 
 Roll Call Vote -  8 Yes 
 
209-30 Resolution of the West Paterson Board of Education Authorizing Settlement 
Petition for Unit Clarification 
 
Motion by Vargas Seconded by Pascrell   
 
 Whereas, the West Paterson Education Association (“WPEA”) filed a 
Petition for Unit Clarification, Docket No. CU-2007-13, seeking to have included in 
the WPEA  certain employees that were previously not included in the WPEA; 
 
 Whereas, the parties have determined to settle this matter, pursuant to the 
terms of the attached Settlement Agreement. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THIS 24TH DAY OF APRIL 2008 
AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. The West Pateson Board of Education hereby authorizes settlement of the 
Petition for Unit Clarification, Docket No. CU-2007-13. 

2. The Board President is hereby authorized and directed to execute a 
Settlement Agreement substantially in the same form as the one attached 
hereto and to take any and all other appropriate action that may be 
necessary to complete the settlement of this matter. 

 
 Roll Call Vote -  8 Yes 
 
209-31 Maria Vignola – FMLA  
 
Motion by Vargas Seconded by Renne   
to allow use of accrued sick time for Maria Vignola pursuant to FMLA March 6 & 
7, 2008. 
 
**Discussion of Action noted the Superintendent’s recommendation that the Board not 

approve** 
 Roll Call Vote - 7 Yes 
    1 No (Depsee)
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PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Please remember that this is a public meeting and is being televised.  Anything you 
say will be public record and will be broadcast.  As a result, pursuant to law, the 
Board Members cannot respond to you publicly concerning certain matters, such as 
those regarding an individual student.  If there is a matter that you wish to remain 
private, we welcome you to discuss it with the Superintendent or a Board Member 
after the meeting or later at a mutually convenient time. 
 
Ruth Patterson, 229 New Street 
Thanked Keith Tanski for his time and service. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
MOTION TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION 
The Open Public Meeting Act, authorizes a public body to meet in Executive or 
Private Session under limited circumstances and WHEREAS said law requires the 
Board to adopt a resolution at a public meeting before it can meet in such Executive 
or Private Session.  NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF 
EDUCATION OF THE BOROUGH OF WEST PATERSON THAT: 
1) It does hereby determine that it is necessary to meet in Executive Session to 
discuss a personnel and/or litigation matter or contract matter. 
2) The matter(s) discussed will be made public when confidentiality is no longer 
required. 
3) Meeting will be resumed at conclusion of Executive Session. 
4) The board does/does not expect to take action after Executive Session. 
 
Motion to go into Executive Session at   7:45   p.m. by  Fazio    , seconded by 
Pascrell   
  
 Voice Vote – 8 Yes 
 
Motion to return to Regular Session at   8:35  p.m. by  Jordan   , seconded by  Fazio. 
 
 Voice Vote -  8 Yes 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
Motion to adjourn at     8:40     p.m. by   Vargas  , Seconded by  Pascrell   
 
 Voice Vote - 8 Yes 
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WEST PATERSON BOARD OF EDUCATION 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
April 24, 2008 

 
 
ITEMS DISCUSSED: 
 
 

1) Mr. Tucci discussed resolution authorizing settlement petition for unit 
clarification – confidential secretaries. See Resolution 209-30. 

2) Mr. Tucci updated Board on WPEA grievance. 
3) Mr. Tucci discussed Mrs. Vignola’s request under FMLA. See Resolution 

209-31. 
4) Mr. Tucci reviewed WPEA unfair labor practice regarding health benefits. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SER:lj 
 
File:  Board Agenda/ Agenda Reorg. April 24, 2008 

 


